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“Two. SOLDIERS.. 


wo soldiers, Robert Wells. and Isaac Clark, 
had obtained a three nidnths’ farlough, ffom- : 
their colonel, to visit their relations. and friends in — 7 
avery distant part.of England.- On their return — 
to join their regiment, which was quartered at ’ 
Gloucester, having travelled till they were weary, — 
they proposed lying. by for the night at. a little ale; — 
house.called the Green Dragon, near the road side, 
Wellsobserving the house was pretty much thronged | 
with company, proposed to his com pana tojourney 
_ onto the’next, where they might spend the nightin 
more quiet than the present prospect of things off ° 
ferred at the Green Dragon. “I'l not'stir a ste 
further:to night (said Clark) for where there is. a 
company and good liquor, there 1’ll make my head 
quarters ;”so throwing his knapsack on the horses ©: 
block, down he-sat himself. The Green Dragon 
was famous for brewing the best ale in those parts; “ 
and of course became the general rendezvous of. 
allthe five-players and skittle- players in the country; 
so very famous indeed was the liquor, that it -in- 
troduced. beggary and famine amongst the wivés' 
and children in all the. neighbouring cottages. “A 
on ne had been bowled for thas — 
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~ and the. prize. was won-’by’ 2 youn “ faPiig BOG 
+ Spying our travellers, 8% ore a treni oath 
they should drink a bumper - to the “King s Rea h? 
et After they had drunk plentifully, Wend twitehed 
| ~ His comrade by the shoulder, and proposed’ that’ | 
y., they should proceed bn ‘their mareyy pwithey ‘had 
- “been refreshed with a ‘friendly nine clark; With an: - 
oath, refused to comply, again repeating, ‘the eoJe 
diér’s best head quart ters was at the head of’ the Deer 
barrel ; “it shall never be said, Wells; that’ Tsdae 
Clark was a Starter, where the: liquor “was' ‘séutid; 
ahd the @ compaty'good.”—* Thelliquor’s ver y4oed; 
sire énough, (said Wells, who was fs natutall avery 
, sober fellow )but'énotigh i is as“good as‘a fetish ‘and 
~ . as to the company, Ineyer’ beheld a worse “Set. of. 
drakken swearing reprobates ji in my life for which 
réason let ‘us on, for if we catinot: make’ ‘then bet 
tér, they may rake us worse.”—* Thou art al ways 
for preaching, Bob,” said Clark, “as if a body-were 
_ #0ing to die; why I was’ ‘never in’better ‘health “ii - 
my life.; ‘and ’tis time enough to’ be sorry‘ ferone's 
Sirs. when'the glass is out; so, Halloo, tap! ‘bring’ Ws: 
dhother pot.” Thusin spite’of the - ‘perstiaSions ‘of | 
poor Wells, he weit on calling” for’ Jandtlter - mug, ee | 
and anothei, till he was ‘as~ drunk: /asa~beast; il 
~and‘his brains wlirled ' round | liké | the: vanes of | 
-a'windmill, Unhappily, in some: ‘degree, Wells’ 
é fell into thé satne ‘errot’* but: unaclisté Hed: 
> to take’ more thaw his pint,’ ane: being quite ‘overs. 
cone with fatigue; he felt himself extremely, ‘diss: 
oydered, and staggering’ into the fresh wr, hel gene - & 
‘flat on the grass plat, where he lay ina, a heep 
af¥ night; ‘nor tid he awake till'the-da dsipvetty: 
far advanced, when his teeth cHattdre! gg iis bedi, 
and ‘his Nimbé'shivered’ with cola Mbrithe aight weg 
damp and misty. As soon-as-he was able. to stand, | 
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' nifyest'tremble when deatlpoomesin sight :upridiee? 


thiée =" Then itcis! best’ thou: shouldest: begin, 
Istac, for “in'the midst oflife we are in-death? jag’ 
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"Fitne teo'is ‘short/when theasured. against eternitys | 
and if'we make in -the ; spring great :ipreparationé: - 


"fara summer'scampaign in the Cartan constant 
jons ought we not to t be making. for: death !: 
‘We soldiers, ‘Isadc, shoulgshe,, particularly careful 
- bekbep our accounts between :God; and -onr souls’ 
very short, since’at the beat :-of the: drum -on) she: 
ofibattle, ‘ten ‘thousand: may rushyin aii moment 
Tate eternity } ! andthe best: Christian,then. may be: 
réckoned the boldest mian. +. Why:1wenkdirather: 
spend the next night in battle,for these dishould be: 
rming my duty to my king and, country, otha: 

1h another such.a-riot atithe:Green, Dragoa,’— 
“Thou art a wishy washy-fellow,”. «replied:, Clark;; 


‘thou wilt neverdie game,. if forevery: little.offerice: - 
thou art so plagued. with: qualms sof: conssiencessds . 


am determinedto live my,own Way, Bab, eomegnits 
wiiat will.’—* Then take, ee wend, : for -it;2 said: 


Wells, “ thy ruinie‘noti far.offa farthough in asiti 
ofbravery thou mayest appear. to ‘bake roff-the fear, 


of God, the: Devil may getup thy iadentungs. at the, 
. Jastatid' the. law. may take hold.of theesin the-aaepn:. 
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_wiitre dost think to’ go when thou diest?’ Mat T have: - 
never ‘once thought: about dying; (Bob, : b; assure): 
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. Shoutdoqod| this: thirst with argtass of best. Hollands. 
 Opothe sideofithe hill: ‘There-however. they agreed; 
— Gepkiwoishillings anda fow halipence, tachhaving 


_ ONtheis:jourmey. By what ameans:they. had bee 


‘ sinceswhag we are about to sufteeis but: part: of 
—_téihave given a treat to’our comrades, who. have, 
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fostopsafterhaving made'a plentifalbreakfasty.they. “| 
called ifor-theirbill,-when totheir gréat-dismay the Sy 
feund:their pockets-enti relyemptied of cash, sexe. 


lest bétwéen two: and three guineas, which had 


geen: them. »by their friends todefray theexpences: ~ | 


stripped:of- their® cash: they» could ‘notimagine,s  - d 
whether the landlord had -made. free. cwith jtheiz, 
potkets to ‘pay himself, ar that:it ; had. slipped fout, 4 
inthe generaliscuffle ;they we're greatly: dismayed - q 
however by theiromisfortine; for: they. had: | nore: 
than fifty miles to: travel, andonét »more .then.-tegn. 
pentecief: after: the: present, “expences | were sdjan, . | 
Charged ; andiwhen the night came:on, they. wei e 3 
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power ‘intrusted cto :us,);wikh not: becafnaid td imy 
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I. have been: in: the regiment, [have neverires, «© 
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efficars; because | alwaysimade: it. wy. pleasure:ta; 
_do my.daty.’’" My pleasure then;? ‘replieaClarky r 
“is to: havemmy:own way: I -don't cares aivdshiifer; | 
any man don’t care forthe generak+-[adhincare: 
for the colonel--nor. I don’t cave:fon-he: captains: 
so l.have madeupmy mindsas tothat mattena+T’Lb: 
have food whilst I can:eat.it++ drinkwheni can get: 
it~--and money:and ‘pleasure wherever b)-cancfind: 
them.”-4*! Clark, thow: dost) makexme* tremble: 
-sadlys"gaid-Welis, “to heanthee talkisodesperdtely’ 
. do:turacthy. thongths:towards Goi, forthere score 
to be a strong temptation upon thee—humble rr ee 
| al before him, tell itm thow: art a: omisen os 
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both guilty: of an. henious fault; tet use:takeo:thig > | 
Yesson of instruction out of at, and: resobve ite do’/ss- 
nesmore. My father wasian honest labowrerjiand: 
he used to'tell all his children that ‘drankermiess" 3 
wassure to bring three-evils to: every. labouring’ ; se 
nian, namely, sickness, .bungerviaads, sagss /bevidew me 
no-sin makes the heart so:hardvas? drutenwess(e = 
drunkard is. without! pity, since) ne: can’ behold hiq: ity 
wife and children dying -of famine, béecatibe-hisawiy | a, 
Weastly-appetite must huvecits filtof' tiquor -at’: thai oy 

| wiillape ale- house ?’~—-5*' Ehou art: preaching? #6i 4: 
 «€ #man,” interrupted Ghaykye*# Tl Ihave my~ ek a 
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